Demonstration and Talk: Rebuilding Rhode Island’s Purple Martin Colonies by Raymond Marr
Sunday July 5, 11:00 am — 1:00 pm
RISD’s Tillinghast Farm, 231 Nyatt Road, Barrington, RI

Don’t miss this unique opportunity to attend a firsthand demonstration of nesting Purple Martins
by Raymond Marr and learn about his successful voluntary work rebuilding Rhode Island’s
Purple Martin colonies. Park in the large parking lot on the left after entering the Tillinghast
Farm property from Nyatt Road. Meet near the Martin House in the field as you walk towards
the water from the parking lot.

Since 1994 Martins were very rare in the state. Ray took it upon himself to bring them back and
has devoted himself to rebuilding Purple Martin colonies in Rhode Island and in Rehoboth, MA.
Numbers grew from 1994 to 2005 when a major storm decimated Purple Martin populations in
RI and throughout New England. After the storm there were no more than 50 Martins and only a
few pairs in RI1; as of 2014 there were over 300 pairs and more are expected in 2015. Much of
his work has involved discovering and placing the type of housing Martins prefer for nesting,
encouraging property owners to install or let him install Martin Houses on their land, and
monitoring and tracking Martin success at these sites each nesting season. Ray also worked with
Bluebirds in the 1990s as part of his conservation work.

During Ray’s demonstration and talk he’ll lower the units for some nest checks allowing
participants to see all different ages of chicks and eggs. He’ll talk about the history of Martin
colonies in the state, their favored locations, and population growth. He’ll address their nesting
time table, requirements, predator protection, parasite control, house sparrow management,
favored housing types and how he keeps track of every nest throughout each breeding season.

Following his talk/demonstration at Tillinghast, Ray will also visit Martin houses on Barrington
Land Trust property, Washington Ave, and interested participants may join him there as well.

Raymond Marr working on modernizing a Martin
house to double its size and make it starling
resistant.




